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The Manual of Civil Law. General Part. Persons, authored by Carmen 

Tamara Ungureanu
1
 is a welcome publication in the Romanian legal space.  

 As the author herself notes in the foreword, her work - suggestively named 

“Manual”, since it represents a classical approach to the general part of the civil law 

- constitutes a very useful instrument, for both students and law graduates, as well 

as for practitioners, scholars in law, and also for anyone interested in understanding 

the “meanders” of the civil law.    

The work had been elaborated based on an extensive bibliography, 

including treaties, university courses of classical juridical doctrine
2
, and also of 

contemporary civil law doctrine
3
, of procedural civil law, of private international 

law,  works of French legal literature; it is also based on the jurisprudence of 

Romanian courts, on effectual legislation (the present Romanian Civil code, Law 

no. 202/2010, regarding certain measures for accelerating the solving of lawsuits, 

Law no. 272/2004, regarding the protection and the promotion of the child rights, 

etc.),  and on the new Civil code, also. 

 First of all, the book brings to the attention of those interested a series of 

introductory notions, starting with de definition of the civil law, the position of the 

civil law among other law branches, the formal and the informal sources of civil 

law, the enforcement of civil law in time, space and upon persons and the 

interpretation of the civil law norms.  
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 The next discussed topics are, of course, the fundamental institutions of the 

general part of civil law: the civil juristic relationship, the civil juristic act, proof of 

civil rights (evidence), and the limitation. 

 The last part of this course consists in a detailed analysis of the two 

categories of subjects participating in the civil juristic relationships: the natural and 

the legal person. 

 The book is very useful, especially for students, since it offers a multitude 

of examples, (some of which are personal creations – as the author herself points 

out, and others that are taken from the jurisprudence of the Romanian courts of law) 

that perfectly illustrate the approached civil law institutions, that are, sometimes, 

quite difficult to be understood and defined by first year students, for whom this 

book is designed.   

The main contribution of the author lies in the comparative approach of the 

general part of the civil law, from the perspective of the Romanian civil code in 

force and of the new Romanian civil code, which, as the author herself notes, “does 

not contain any provisions of an absolute novelty”. However, the novelty of the 

future civil code consists in the resolutions proposed for the controversial issues 

found in the judicial theory and practice, and in certain provisions, that have already 

been verified,   taken from other states’ civil legislation (The French civil code, the 

Italian civil code, the Swiss civil code) and especially from the Civil code of 

Québec, which represents the main inspirational source for the new Romanian civil 

code. 

 Furthermore, the originality of this work consists in the analysis of the 

legislative amendments and novelties proposed by Law no.  202/2010, regarding 

certain measures for accelerating the solving of lawsuits, regulations that meet the 

provisions of the new Romanian civil code, providing a progressive implementation 

of the latter.  

 In conclusion, the Manual of Civil Law. General Part. Persons, brought, 

by author Carmen Tamara Ungureanu, to the attention of present and future law 

specialists, as well as to the attention of anyone interested in the classical as well as 

in the current aspects if civil law and in its constantly controversial issues, 

represents a modern, useful instrument for theoretical and practical understanding, 

and of a most interesting comparative approach of what the law practitioners call 

the common law – the civil law foundations. 


